
SPAIN: LAND OF MANY CULTURES...

Day 1: Fly to Spain
Travel on an overnight flight to Barcelona.

Day 2: Barcelona
Arrive in Barcelona: Welcome to Barcelona. Depending on your 
arrival time, you may have free time to settle in and explore the 
city on your own.

Explore Barcelona: On your walking tour of Las Ramblas, 
stretch your legs and take this iconic part of the city at your own 
pace. Flower vendors and street performers greet you as you 
make your way through this tree-lined thoroughfare. Tonight, 
share a delicious dinner with your group and enjoy local flavors 
and specialities.

Day 3: Barcelona
Sightseeing tour of Barcelona: See why Barcelona is an art 
lover’s haven, and the perfect home for masters like Miró, 
Picasso, and Dalí. Admire avant-garde gems in open-air plazas, 
such as the Plaza de Catalunya and Plaza de España. Snap 
photos of the twisting spires of La Sagrada Familia and the 
Magic Fountain of Montjuïc, which delights visitors with dazzling 
light and water shows. From atop Montjuïc Hill enjoy panoramic 
views of the harbor below.

Park Güell: On your visit to Park Güell, marvel at Gaudí’s 
landscaped greenery and playful Modernist mosaics.

Day 4: Barcelona | Valencia
Free morning in Barcelona: Cap off your stay in Barcelona by 
exploring the city however you see fit.

Travel to Valencia: Your next destination is Valencia, a vibrant 
Spanish city situated on the banks of the Turia river.

Day 5: Valencia | Granada
Walking tour of Valencia: See the sights of Spain’s third largest 
city on a walking tour. Later, transfer to Granada where you’ll 
spend the night.

Day 6: Granada | Costa del Sol
Sightseeing tour of Granada: On your tour of Granada, visit the 
Alhambra, widely recognized as the world’s premier example 
of Moorish architecture. Built as an all-in-one fortress, palace, 
and small city, the Alhambra was home to the last of the 
Nasrid Sultans. See the exotic mosaics, latticed windows, and 
ornamented courtyards that define this royal stronghold. In 
the late afternoon, transfer to Costa del Sol where you’ll enjoy 
dinner with your group and spend the night.

Day 7: Gibraltar | Costa del Sol
Free time in Costa Del Sol: Explore the beaches, shops, and 
local culture of Costa Del Sol at your own pace.

Gibraltar: On this optional excursion, you’ll visit the Punta 
Europa to learn about natural gas production, discover the 
peninsula’s fascinating network of caves and grottos, and 
explore the remains of the once dominating Moorish castle. 
You’ll also get a first-hand look at the Barbary macaque—the 
only wild monkey population on the European continent. Then, 
you’ll see views from the “Top of the Rock,” and finish your 
excursion by exploring Gibraltar’s bustling shops.

Dinner: Tonight, gather with your group for a delicious meal.

Day 8: Seville
Travel to Seville: Travel to Seville, the city of bullfights, 
flamenco, and Don Juan.

Sightseeing tour of Seville: On your tour, follow narrow, 
twisting alleys through the Barrio de Santa Cruz, home to 
picturesque whitewashed houses, flowerfilled patios, and 
tiled benches. Pass by Maria Luisa Park to admire the mosaics 
and fountains of Plaza de España, centerpiece of the 1929 
Ibero-American Fair. Visit the Moorish Alcázar and the grave 
of Christopher Columbus, inside the Seville Cathedral. And 
imagine the spectacle of a traditional Spanish bullfight at the 
Plaza de Toros, celebrated for its Baroque architecture and 
historical significance. Round out the night with a delicious 
paella dinner.

Day 9: Madrid
Travel to Madrid: Take a high-speed train to Spain’s capital.
Sightseeing tour of Madrid: Stand in the Plaza de Oriente, 
Madrid’s largest square, outside of the Palacio Real (Royal 
Palace). Step inside to explore this magnificent palace, built 

by King Philip V. Once the seat of the most powerful court in 
the world, it was here that Spain officially joined the European 
Community in 1986. Marvel at the splendid marble staircase, 
the golden Throne Room and the priceless frescoes and 
chandeliers. Finish at the Prado, the famed art museum with 
paintings like Velázquez’s Las Meninas and Goya’s paired 
canvases.

Day 10: Madrid | Toledo
Toledo: Travel to the former Spanish capital of Toledo, 
where Muslims, Jews, and Christians peacefully coexisted for 
centuries after the arrival of the Moors in the early 8th century. 
Visit a spectacular example of Gothic architecture at the 
Cathedral of Toledo before continuing to the Church of Santo 
Tomé. Then, step inside a city synagogue before returning to 
Madrid for dinner in Old Town.

Cooking class: Like the culture that makes up the country, 
Spanish cuisine is diverse—and there’s no better place to taste 
the differences than in Madrid.

Day 11: Mérida | Lisbon
Travel to Mérida: Journey southwest across Spain and arrive in 
Mérida. Roman Theatre: Constructed in the years 16 to 15 B.C. 
in the former Roman capital of Lusitania, the well-preserved 
remains of this beautiful theater features stunning statues and 
marble columns that will transport you back into the times of 
Constantine I.

Travel to Lisbon: This afternoon, continue to the capital of 
Portugal, whereyou’ll spend the night.

Dinner: Enjoy a group dinner to celebrate your first night in 
Lisbon.

Day 12: Lisbon
Sightseeing tour of Lisbon: Experience Old World atmosphere 
as you make your way through Lisbon, the oldest city in 
Western Europe. On your guided tour, you’ll see the 16th-
century Torre de Belém, the Padrão dos Descobrimentos—a 
tribute to the “Age of Discovery”—and more. Then, visit the 
Castle of São Jorge and the Mosteiro dos Jerónimos.

Walking tour of Lisbon: Get to know the city even better as 
you explore it on your own.

Fado evening: Enjoy a performance of traditional music known 
as Fado during this memorable evening excursion. Talented 
performers present a program of centuries-old ballad-like 
songs that tell stories of the hardships of everyday life.

Day 13: Depart for home
Transfer to the airport and check in for your flight home.

*itinerary shown is for 2018 travel and are subject to change.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How do I enroll?  
Visit www.efcst.com tour # 1886475DA

Who can travel?
Open to all Indian Hills Students, Alumni, Staff, Families 
and Friends

How do I get college credit?
Available for 1, 2, or 3 credits.  Enroll for spring term CLS 
217 3 credits. Financial aid may be used for credit; however, 
may be in the form of a loan and may not cover the entire 
cost.

How much extra spending money do I need?  
You are responsible for getting your passport, 1-2 meals 
daily and personal spending.  Approximately $40 - $60 a 
day. 

What currency will be used and what is the 
best way to take money?  
The Euro will be used.    Debit and credit cards work easily 
around the world. 

Are gratuities necessary?  
Tips will be collected and given to our tour guides and bus 
drivers – recommended $10 daily.

TOUR INFORMATION
Contact Information:
Carol Ryon, (641) 680-2365 or carol.ryon@indianhills.edu
 
Tour Name:
Spain: Land of Many Cultures
Tour Provider:
EF College Study Tours - www.efcst.com
 
Tour Number:
1886475DA
 
Cost: 
Approximately $4,000 for Students
and $4,200for Adults over 30.
 
Tentative tour dates:
May 18-30, 2018

Number of Days: 13

A millennia of cultivation finds synagogues, 
mosques and cathedrals sitting side by side. 
In a country composed of 17 autonomous 
states, five official languages and three 
distinct religions, there is a lot happening that 
isn’t as simple as just “Spanish.” Dive into this 
unexpected melting pot, where a history of 
international influence has formed a land of 
many cultures.
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Group Leader Carol Ryon
641-680-2365

carol.ryon@indianhills.edu


